All Decent!

Newark and Sherwood Homes is celebrating their successful completion of the decent homes programme which they have carried out on the Council’s housing stock over the past 5 years.

The decent homes programme involved Newark and Sherwood Homes investing an extra £49.5m in over 5000 Council homes during the five year programme. Works undertaken included new windows, kitchens, bathrooms, and roofing etc. In total over 12,000 individual elements have been renewed. Additionally the programme also included a number of external improvements to the estates across the Newark and Sherwood District to tackle issues such as anti-social behaviour and parking etc. The project was delivered via a partnership approach which involved Bullock Construction, Connaught and Newark and Sherwood District Council.

Andy Dewberry, Newark and Sherwood Homes’ Asset Management and Investment Manager, said “We knew from the onset that a project of the size and complexity was going to be a challenge to deliver. However, Newark and Sherwood Homes have delivered on time, within budget and most impressively ahead of the Government’s target”

“The success of the programme was largely down to tenants being at the heart of shaping the delivery of the project at every stage. This resulted in very high levels of customer satisfaction for a project of this nature.  Tenants were given a range of choices and colour schemes for kitchens, tiling and flooring etc. Tenants have been able to make these choices, to personal preference, and make their house a home”  

As well as there being clear improvements to the housing stock, the decent homes programme also delivered many other community benefits which included the sponsorship of local schools and events and the donation of a bicycle to a local Police Community Support Officer. However, perhaps the most important benefit of all was the creation of 15 craft apprenticeships by the decent homes partners providing training and local employment opportunities.

Ginette Hughes, the Chair of the Board of Newark and Sherwood Homes said “Delivering a project of this size has been a team effort across Newark and Sherwood Homes and we are very proud of this achievement. The successful completion of the decent homes programme has made a significant and lasting difference to thousands of homes and people within the district.”
